
WE ARE 
Oxfam 
Pilipinas
Working with partners for a resilient 
future built on gender justice.

The power of people against poverty.

We seek lasting change. 

We at Oxfam Pilipinas are dreaming and working for a future 
where Filipinos are free from poverty. 

Our dream is for a country that is resilient, where gender 
justice and active citizenship thrive.

For more than 30 years, serving in a country where close to 
27 million now live in poverty, we have relied on the power of 
people to carry out programs designed to achieve our shared 
vision.

Central to our strategy is working with partners to transform the 
unequal power relations, structures, norms, and values 
that cause poverty and inequality, including gender-based 
violence and injustice. We strive to apply a feminist lens to 
all our analyses and actions. We seek to save lives, provide 
access to services, and reduce the impact of disasters, 
particularly on the most vulnerable and disadvantaged. 

We belong to the larger Oxfam International  family of 20 
organizations networked with partners and grassroots 
communities in more than 90 countries. We are part of a 
global movement for genuine change, seeking to rid the 
world of the scourge of poverty, with gender justice at the
core of what we do.
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Humanitarian Responses
Helping people affected by disasters requires deliberate planning 

and action. We invest in local humanitarian actors’ ability to act 

quickly and assist those who need help the most. Local 

partnerships have led  the way in providing life-saving support 

in various humanitarian crises such as Super Typhoon Yolanda 

(Haiyan),the Marawi Siege, and the COVID-19 pandemic. Our 

priorities are the following sectors: cash programming; water, 

sanitation and hygiene; and gender and protection. We strive

for gendered humanitarian responses, from the provision of 

dignity kits, to integrating care work into cash for carework

programs, ensuring referral reporting pathways for gender-based

violence, and integrating sexual and reproductive health services

into responses.

Preventing and Ending Gender Based Violence 
We believe that all women and girls have the right to live a life free 

from all kinds of discrimination and violence, and that violence 

against women and girls is one of the most significant barriers to our 

mission to end poverty.  We will sustain and strengthen our current

efforts to challenge practices and norms that are harmful to all 

women and men, girls and boys, and people with diverse sexual 

orientation, gender identity, and expression.  Our programs and 

projects are geared toward expanding our networks and working 

with communities and partners on the prevention of gender-based 

violence (GBV), and providing support to GBV referral pathways.  

This includes working to stop the practice of child, early and forced 

marriages.

Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights (SRHR)
Our efforts to safeguard the well-being of women and girls include 

programs to guarantee access to sexual and reproductive health 

services and  to shape social norms and practices towards more 

positive attitudes to SRHR. Alongside the work at the community 

level, we support women’s rights organizations and other partners 

in their institutional strengthening so that they become even more 

effective SRHR advocates and practitioners.

Disaster Risk Reduction & Climate Change Adaptation
The Philippines is one of the countries most vulnerable to climate 

change. We partner with organizations to prepare communities for 

extreme and destructive weather through diverse measures that 

include resilient agriculture, early warning systems, forecast-based 

financing, disaster risk financing, market-based interventions 

and financial inclusion, and water, sanitation and hygiene. We also 

support the shift to renewable energy sources through energy 

transition initiatives.

Financial Inclusion
We aim to facilitate the financial inclusion of the poor, most 

vulnerable, and low-income sectors through financial literacy 

and affordable digital finance, in this way helping poor 

households manage financial shocks and stresses caused by 

poverty and disasters. Using digital technology, we enable poor 

communities to access basic needs during humanitarian crises,

build up savings and capital to establish livelihood enterprises,

invest in micro-insurance for social protection, and increase 

financial literacy through blended learning. We have enabled 

access to affordable digital finance services for six million

Filipinos. 

Conflict Transformation
Through the years, we have collaborated with lawmakers, women’s 

rights organizations, and various other stakeholders to advocate 

an end to decades of conflict in Mindanao. We continue to promote 

peace by helping transform ideas, harmful beliefs, and institutions.  

Our main focus is supporting women to fully participate in the peace 

process and to  take on leadership roles to promote more inclusive 

gender norms, and to shape local laws and policies.

PHOTO: April Bulanadi/Oxfam

PHOTO: Jed Regala/Oxfam

PHOTO: Denvie Balidoy/Oxfam

Women’s Economic Empowerment 
We support women’s ability to gain access and control over 

productive resources and be recognized as economic actors, 

so that they can enjoy their right to control and benefit from 

resources, assets, and income; be able to manage risk and improve 

their economic status and well-being; and have and enjoy their 

own time.  This includes addressing the issue of unpaid care work 

as unequal workloads are barriers to economic empowerment of 

women and girls.



We work with partners
We partner with groups who are experts in what they do and draw 

from their experiences in working with the communities they serve. 

This partner-based approach is key to our efforts to respond to crises 

and address the causes of poverty.

We amplify voices
We put a premium on communicating our analysis, views, programs 

and partnerships to a broad audience.  Tapping various platforms, 

our opinion pieces have reached more than 80 million people in 2019 

alone, an achievement that inspires us to use more media channels 

and broaden the space for diverse voices to be heard.

We practice accountability
Doing what we say and saying what we do defines our work ethic. 

In all that we do, we strive to protect the rights and safety of everyone 

who works with us. To this end, we have measures in place to ensure

transparency and zero tolerance for exploitation and abuse. We

value social accountability and introduced systems and processes 

like community scorecards, which assess satisfaction with our 

manner of service delivery; and co-developed participatory project

evaluation and learning from the community and our partners. 

We help build capacity
Enhancing the capacities of organizations engaged in creating 

positive change in communities will better ensure lasting impacts. 

In the face of a fast-changing development landscape, we are

invested in building local strength, particularly through programs

in organizational development, program management, resource

mobilization, and communications. 

We help shape policy
Our efforts to collaborate with lawmakers and government officials 

have helped influence national policy towards our agenda of change. 

In the last few years, we helped craft laws to end child marriage; 

recognize, reduce and redistribute unpaid care work; push more 

inclusive agricultural investments; and institutionalize the provision 

of water, hygiene, and sanitation services in disaster-prone areas. 

We innovate
Whether responding to a catastrophe or ensuring people’s access 

to financial assistance, technology is a powerful enabler. As we 

developed an electronic prepaid solution with a private sector partner

in Typhoon Haiyan’s wake, we understood even more the value 

of using digital advancement in various areas of our work, such  as 

financial inclusion, identity verification, and disaster readiness.
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 In all of our work, we put gender at the heart and start of what we do.



 

Luzon
3 Regions
3 Provinces
16 Cities
6 municipalities
5 Partners

Visayas
1 Region
3 Provinces
7 Municipalities
4 Partners

Mindanao
4 Regions
9 Provinces
4 Cities
20 Municipalities
8 Partners

LEGEND
Partners Office Location
City/Municipality with Current Projects
Province with Current Projects
Province with Previous Projects
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OUR FUNDING PARTNERS

We work with diverse funding partners, 

including the European Union and the 

European Union Civil Protection and 

Humanitarian Aid Operations (ECHO), 

the governments of Australia and 

Canada, and the Hong Kong Special

Administrative Region (DRF), UN 

agencies like the United Nations 

Development Program (UNDP) and

UN Women, companies like VISA and 

Burberry, Start Fund and the 

Steelworkers Humanity Fund, to name 

a few.

WE ARE STEADFAST IN UPHOLDING GENDER JUSTICE

Over the past decade, we have been successful in amplifying women’s voices 

with the passage of laws that uphold their rights in the social, economic and 

political fronts.  It’s time to turn up the volume even more,  making sure that 

women’s and girls’ voices reverberate in households, in  communities,  in the 

workplace,  and in the halls of policy-making bodies.

Come and visit us at https://philippines.oxfam.org/

The audacious future is now

We are turning to an audacious future where 

respect for ecological, cultural, and gender 

diversity is celebrated.  It is a future where there 

is food for everyone, and people living in poverty 

are able to realize their aspirations.  It is a future 

where everyone – in government, in civil society, 

in private sector, in academia – bring their 

resources together and create opportunities to

lift people from poverty to a place where they can 

thrive and live in harmony with the planet.  

Oxfam is an international confederation of 20 organizations working together with partners and local 
communities in more than 90 countries. Oxfam has been at work in the Philippines for more than 
30 years and has a wide diversity of programs and partners.
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FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA:

Facebook: OxfamPilipinas

Instagram: oxfampilipinas

Twitter: oxfamph

LAYOUT: Vina Salazar

https://www.facebook.com/OxfamPilipinas
https://www.instagram.com/oxfampilipinas/
https://twitter.com/oxfamph
https://twitter.com/oxfamph
https://www.instagram.com/oxfampilipinas/
https://www.facebook.com/OxfamPilipinas

